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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . The amendment filed on 06/30/2010 is acknowledged and entered by the 
examiner. 

Claim Status 

2. Claims 5-8, 14-17, 23 and 25 are currently pending in the instant application. 
Claims 1-4, 9-13, 18-22, 24, 26 and 27 have been cancelled. 

Examiner's Amendment 

3. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mr. Paul den Boef, Registration No. 62,415 on 08/04/2010. 

4. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

5. The application has been amended as follows: 
In the claims: 



. Claim 5 amended as the following: 
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5. (Currently Amended) A method of talk request processing in a do-not-disturb 
(DnD) capable communication system, the method comprising: receiving a talk 
request for a requested walkie-talkie-like communications session involving a 
user device capable of walkie-talkie-like functionality; and selectively overriding 
DnD functionality for the requested walkie-talkie-like communications session 
based on an ignoreDnD attribute for the user device applied to a criterion or 
condition of the talk request other than a user device identifier; wherein the user 
device is a wireless device; wherein the ignoreDnD attribute comprises an 
ignoreDnD flag, and wherein selectively overriding said DnD functionality is a 
function of the ignoreDnD flag; wherein the ignoreDnD attribute comprises at 
least one predetermined ignore reason value, and wherein selectively overriding 
said DnD functionality is a function of the at least one predetermined ignore 
reason value; and wherein the talk request has a current state associated 
therewith, the current state being one of a number of possible current states for 
the talk request, wherein each predetermined ignore reason value represents a 
corresponding possible current state for the talk request, the method further 
comprising: evaluating the ingoreDnD flag to determine whether further 
ignoreDnD processing is to be performed, and if evaluating the ignoreDnD flag 
determines that further ignoreDnD processing is to be performed: a) determining 
the current state of the talk request; and b) for each of the at least one 
predetermined ignore reason value: 
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I) comparing the corresponding possible current state with the current state of the 
talk request; wherein said DnD functionality is overridden if any corresponding 
possible current state matches the current state of the talk request. 

. Claim 14 amended as the following: 

14. (Currently Amended) A talk request processing system in a do-not-disturb 
(DnD) capable communication system, the talk request processing system 
comprising: a receiver adapted to receive a talk request for a requested walkie- 
talkie-like communications session involving a user device capable of walkie- 
talkie-like functionality; and a network call processing function adapted to 
selectively override DnD functionality for the requested walkie-talkie-like 
communications session based on an ignoreDnD attribute for the user device 
applied to a criterion or condition of the talk request other than a user device 
identifier; wherein the user device is a wireless device; wherein the network call 
function comprises: a data store adapted to store the ignoreDnD attribute for the 
user device; a DnD processing function adapted to provide DnD functionality; 
and an ingnoreDnD processing function adapted to override DnD functionality for 
the requested walkie-talkie-like communications session as a function of the 
ignoreDnD attribute stored in the data store for the user device; wherein the 
ignoreDnD attribute comprises an ignoreDnD flag and at least one predetermined 
ignore reason value, and wherein the ignoreDnD processing function selectively 
overrides said DnD functionality as a function of the ignoreDnD flag and the at 
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least one predetermined ignore reason value; and wherein the talk request has a 
current state associated therewith, the current state being one of a number of 
possible current states for the talk request, wherein each predetermined ignore 
reason value represents a corresponding possible current state for the talk 
request, wherein the ignoreDnD processing function: retrieves the ignoreDnD 
attribute from the data store; and evaluates the ingoreDnD flag to determine 
whether further ignoreDnD processing is to be performed, and if evaluating the 
ignoreDnD flag determines that further ignoreDnD processing is to be performed: 
a) determines the current state of the talk request; and b) for each of the at least 
one predetermined ignore reason value: 

I) compares the corresponding possible current state with the current state of the 
talk request; wherein said DnD functionality is overridden if any corresponding 
possible current state matches the current state of the talk request. 

(End of Amendment) 

Reasons for Allowance 

6. Claims 5-8, 14-17, 23 and 25 allowed over the prior art record. 

7. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The applicant's remarks, filed on 06/30/2010, have been carefully reviewed with 
updated search. Consequently, reasons for allowance of claims 5-8, 14-17, 23 and 25 
are set forth in according with the following: 
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Ericsson, Motorola, Siemens, Nokia Technical Specification (Push to Talk over 
Cellular (PoC); User Requirements; PoC Release 1 .0; User Requirements V 1 .1 .1 
(2003-10)) teaches in ad-hoc instant group talk, a user invites selected users to 
establish an ad-hoc instant group talk session. An inviting user selects invited users 
from a contact list or by typing the addresses of the invited users and initiates an ad-hoc 
instant group talk. Only transient ad-hoc group identity is created in the network for this 
feature. Each invited user can either accept or reject the invitation, depending on the 
user's preference. During an ongoing ad-hoc talk session a participant can also invite 
other users to the group session. An ad-hoc instant group talk can be used when a 
group discussion is needed without planning it in advance. 

Schessel (U.S PAT. 6,418,215) teaches a method of introducing a feature during 
a communication between subscribers of a telecommunications network. The first step 
of the method is executing, at each predefined trigger point during the communication, 
an operation to activate a particular requested feature. The method then requires 
accessing data stored in a network memory for use in the activation operation. The data 
is arranged in the memory in table and bit map format so as to enable the features to be 
customized. The method then requires executing the particular requested feature upon 
activation. The method may also include repeating the method steps for each feature 
available to be activated at a respective trigger point in an order determined by the 
stored data. The method is independent of the type of requested feature. 

Consider claims 5-8 and 25, the prior arts made of record, alone or in 
combination, fails to clearly teach or fairly suggest a method of talk request processing 
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in a do-not-disturb (DnD) capable communication system, the method comprising: 
receiving a talk request for a requested walkie-talkie-like communications session 
involving a user device capable of walkie-talkie-like functionality; and selectively 
overriding DnD functionality for the requested walkie-talkie-like communications session 
based on an ignoreDnD attribute for the user device applied to a criterion or condition of 
the talk request other than a user device identifier; wherein the user device is a wireless 
device; wherein the ignoreDnD attribute comprises an ignoreDnD flag, and wherein 
selectively overriding said DnD functionality is a function of the ignoreDnD flag; wherein 
the ignoreDnD attribute comprises at least one predetermined ignore reason value, and 
wherein selectively overriding said DnD functionality is a function of the at least one 
predetermined ignore reason value; and wherein the talk request has a current state 
associated therewith, the current state being one of a number of possible current states 
for the talk request, wherein each predetermined ignore reason value represents a 
corresponding possible current state for the talk request, the method further comprising: 
evaluating the ingoreDnD flag to determine whether further ignoreDnD processing is to 
be performed, and if evaluating the ignoreDnD flag determines that further ignoreDnD 
processing is to be performed: a) determining the current state of the talk request; and 
b) for each of the at least one predetermined ignore reason value: comparing the 
corresponding possible current state with the current state of the talk request; wherein 
said DnD functionality is overridden if any corresponding possible current state matches 
the current state of the talk request, as specified in the independent claim 5, and further 
limitations of their respective dependent claims 6-8 and 25. 
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Consider claims 14-17, the prior arts made of record, alone or in combination, 
fails to clearly teach or fairly suggest a talk request processing system in a do-not- 
disturb (DnD) capable communication system, the talk request processing system 
comprising: a receiver adapted to receive a talk request for a requested walkie-talkie- 
like communications session involving a user device capable of walkie-talkie-like 
functionality; and a network call processing function adapted to selectively override DnD 
functionality for the requested walkie-talkie-like communications session based on an 
ignoreDnD attribute for the user device applied to a criterion or condition of the talk 
request other than a user device identifier; wherein the user device is a wireless device; 
wherein the network call function comprises: a data store adapted to store the 
ignoreDnD attribute for the user device; a DnD processing function adapted to provide 
DnD functionality; and an ingnoreDnD processing function adapted to override DnD 
functionality for the requested walkie-talkie-like communications session as a function of 
the ignoreDnD attribute stored in the data store for the user device; wherein the 
ignoreDnD attribute comprises an ignoreDnD flag and at least one predetermined 
ignore reason value, and wherein the ignoreDnD processing function selectively 
overrides said DnD functionality as a function of the ignoreDnD flag and the at least one 
predetermined ignore reason value; and wherein the talk request has a current state 
associated therewith, the current state being one of a number of possible current states 
for the talk request, wherein each predetermined ignore reason value represents a 
corresponding possible current state for the talk request, wherein the ignoreDnD 
processing function: retrieves the ignoreDnD attribute from the data store; and 
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evaluates the ingoreDnD flag to determine whether further ignoreDnD processing is to 
be performed, and if evaluating the ignoreDnD flag determines that further ignoreDnD 
processing is to be performed: a) determines the current state of the talk request; and b) 
for each of the at least one predetermined ignore reason value: compares the 
corresponding possible current state with the current state of the talk request; wherein 
said DnD functionality is overridden if any corresponding possible current state matches 
the current state of the talk request, as specified in the independent claim 14, and 
further limitations of their respective dependent claims 15-17. 

Consider claim 23, the prior arts made of record, alone or in combination, fails to 
clearly teach or fairly suggest a user device capable of walkie-talkie-like functionality for 
a do-not-disturb (DnD) capable communication system, the user device comprising: a 
user interface adapted to accept an external input to modify an ignoreDnD attribute for 
the user device the ignoreDnD attribute concerning a criterion or condition of a talk 
request other than a user device identifier; an ignoreDnD attribute request generator 
responsive to said external input adapted to send a network call processing server a 
request to update the ignoreDnD attribute of the user device; and a user interface 
display for displaying modifications for the ignoreDnD attribute indicated by the external 
input; wherein the user device is a wireless device; and wherein the user interface is 
further adapted to accept an external query input to retrieve an ignoreDnD attribute for 
the user device, the ignore DnD attribute request generator is further adapted to: (a) 
send a network call processing server a query to retrieve the ignoreDnD attribute of the 
user device; and b) receive a response to said query from the network; wherein the user 
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interface display is adapted to, in response to the ignoreDnD attribute request generator 
receiving the response to said query, display the ignoreDnD attribute for the user 
device, as specified in the independent claim 23. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



Conclusion 



8. 



Any response to this action should be mailed to: 



Mail Stop. 



(Explanation, e.g., Amendment or After-final, etc.) 



Commissioner for Patents 



P.O. Box 1450 



Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Facsimile responses should be faxed to: 



(571)273-8300 



Hand-delivered responses should be brought to: 



Customer Service Window 



Randolph Building 



401 Dulany Street 



Alexandria, VA 22313 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tuan H. Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
8329. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00Am - 5:00Pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Maung Nay A. can be reached on (571) 272-7882. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Examiner 

Art Unit 2618 
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